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ance with Germany by press articles eulogizing the states-
manship which brought together two nations united in com-
mon aims. Kong Victor Emmanuel III confers the Order of
the Annunziata on Field Marshal Goering, thus making him
a "cousin."
Increasing numbers of refugees are streaming west and
south through France. Their plight awakens American con-
cern and Ambassador Bullitt communicates with President
Roosevelt regarding the possibility of American Red Cross
aid.
MAY 23
The British have held their slight gains north of the Ger-
man gap, but today their right is menaced by a German
advance from Lens (just north of Arras) and they are forced
to withdraw. General Weygand is in Flanders for the second
time in three days, French Channel ports, especially Bou-
logne and Havre, are heavily bombed.
In the afternoon, Prime Minister Churchill informs a grave
House of Commons of the German successes. He admits that
the German armored columns which forced their way through
the breach in the French defenses are advancing against the
rear of the British and other Allied troops in Belgium. He
confirms the fact that Abbeville is in German hands, and that
heavy fighting is in progress around and in Boulogne. The
Prime Minister adds that General Weygand is conducting
the operations involving all the Allied Armies "with a view
to restoring and reconstituting their combined front." In the